PLANTING GUIDE

~ ERNST

lmJ SEEDS
~o

ES

Pollinator meadows can be used to attract honeybees and more than 4,000 species of native pollinators in North America, including bees, butterflies, hummingbirds and even some flies.
Increased private sector and governmental attention to the plight of such pollinators as honeybees
and monarch butterflies has spurred a renewed interest in developing pollinator-friendly habitat
across the North American landscape. One of the highest level examples of this was the White
House announcement of the National Strategy to Promote the Health of Honeybees and Other Pollinators in 2015.

The following mixes provide food for
native pollinators, as well as food and
cover for songbirds and ground nesting
birds, such as turkey and quail:
CAPTIONS

1: On final approach,
a honeybee works an
Tradescantia ohiensis (Ohio
Spiderwort) flower.
2: Eastern yellow
swallowtail butterfly on
Liatris spicata (Marsh
Blazing Star)
3: Honeybee lighting
on Asclepias tuberosa
(Butterfly Milkweed)

ERNMX-153 - Showy Northeastern Native Wildflower
&Grass Mix
ERNMX-179 - Butterfly & Hummingbird Garden Mix
XERC00102 - Xerces Mid-Atlantic Pollinator Mix
XERC00103 - Xerces Northeastern Pollinator Mix
XERC00104 - Xerces Southeast Pollinator Mix
XERC00105 - Xerces Pennsylvania Pollinator Mix
XERC00106 - Xerces Pennsylvania Pollinator Mix
Mix formulations are subject to change without notice depending on the availability
of existing and new products. While the formula may change, the guiding philosophy
and function of the mix will not.
Ernst Conservation Seeds has developed hundreds of mixes for these types ofprojects.
For additional mixes, including state-specific mixes, please visit www.ernstseed.com.

More than one-third of the world's
food supply comes from plants
pollinated by bees. In recent years,
colony collapse disorder has caused
an annual reduction of 30%-40% of
honeybee populations in the United
States - tripling honeybee hive
rental rates. Other issues, including varroa mites, loss of habitat
and off-label use of pesticides have
also been attributed to declines
in honeybee and native pollinator
numbers.
To compensate for these declines,
many fruit and vegetable growers
are now planting pollinator meadows adjacent to their row crops
and orchards. These buffer strips,
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THE PLIGHT OF HONEYBEES, NATIVE POLLINATORS AND THE MONARCH BUTTERFLY HAVE PLACED A
RENEWED SENSE OF URGENCY ON THE DEVELOPMENT AND CONSERVATION OF HABITAT FOR THESE CRUCIAL
ECOLOGICAL WORKHORSES. AS A RESULT, NUMEROUS OPPORTUNITIES EXIST FOR LANDOWNERS TO HELP
ACHIEVE POLLINATOR HABITAT GOALS WHILE ENSURING THE CONTINUED PROFITABILITY OF THEIR LAND.
FOLLOWING IS A RESOURCE FOR INFORMATION ON A NUMBER OF SUCH PROGRAMS.
FEED A BEE PROGRAM BAYER CROPSC/ENCE - feedabee.com

Feed a Bee is a major initiative to increase forage for honeybees and other pollinators, including growing 50 million
flowers and providing additional forage acreage in 2015. By collaborating with organizations and individuals throughout
the United States, Feed a Bee helps provide pollinators with the food they need not only to survive, but to thrive. This
is particularly important as the world population is expected to grow to over 9 billion people requiring 70 percent more
food by 2050. As the world's most heavily traveled livestock, bees are transported to pollinate crops where resources are
challenged to sustain large bee populations.
NATIVE POLLINATORS IN AGRICULTURE PROJECT - agpollinators.com

In an effort to obtain an agricultural perspective on the challenges and opportunities around pollinator population
declines, a pollinator protection project was initiated in 2006 by the FFA Foundation and now operates as a special
project of the National Association of State Conservation Agencies. Guided by a national Steering Committee composed
of agricultural and conservation leaders, the Native Pollinators in Agriculture Project examines how native pollinators
can supplement the pollination services provided by managed bees, and in turn increase on-farm productivity and
profitability.
THE POLLINATOR PARTNERSHIP - pollinator.org

The Pollinator Partnership's mission is to promote the health of pollinators, critical to food and ecosystems, through
conservation, education, and research. Signature initiatives include the NAPPC (North American Pollinator Protection
Campaign), National Pollinator Week, Ecoregional Planting Guides, the U.S. Bee Buffer Project and the Support
Highways Bettering the Economy and Environment Pollinator Protection Act (Highways BEE Act). Consider registering
your meadow with Pollinator Partnership's Simply Have Areas Reserved for the Environment (S.H.A.R.E.) program. We
are a part of this goal to have 1,000,000 pollinator meadows planted across the country. This free registry is an easy way
to make a difference.
USDA NRCS AND FSA PROGRAMS - nrcs.usda.gov

USDA provides voluntary, incentive-based conservation to landowners through local field offices in nearly every
county of the nation. USDA helped landowners develop conservation plans and enrolled a record number of acres of
private working lands in conservation programs, working with more than 500,000 farmers and ranchers to implement
conservation practices that clean the air we breathe, conserve and clean the water we drink, prevent soil erosion
and create and protect wildlife habitat. USDA support - leveraged with historic outside investments - helped support
producer incomes and reward them for their good work.
MILLION POLLINATOR GARDEN CHALLENGE - millionpollinatorgardens.org

The Million Pollinator Garden Challenge (MPGC) is a nationwide call to action to preserve and create gardens and
landscapes that help revive the health of bees, butterflies, birds, bats and other pollinators across America. We will
move millions of individuals, kids and families outdoors and make a connection between pollinators and the healthy
food people eat.
XERCES SOCIETY FOR INVERTEBRATE CONSERVATION - xerces.org

The Xerces Society is a nonprofit organization that protects wildlife through the conservation of invertebrates and
their habitat. Established in 1971, the Society is at the forefront of invertebrate protection worldwide, harnessing the
knowledge of scientists and the enthusiasm of citizens to implement conservation programs.

as they are often referred, help increase both honeybee and native bee populations and diversity
by providing food and nectar when the cash crop is not in bloom. Likewise, farmers, homeowners,
corporations, public and private institutions and agencies are beginning to incorporate pollinator
meadows, strips and gardens into their properties. The cumulative effect of this culture change has
the potential to stem the decline of pollinators and restore them to healthy numbers.
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Pollinator sites are typically composed of a variety of wildflowers, native grasses and legumes (e.g.,
clovers). Sites should be planted with species that will produce blooms throughout the growing
season. Upland and meadow sites are generally in full sun for at least half the day and have good
air circulation. But species choices should also take into account a site's unique environmental conditions, such as tolerance for moist soils or shade, if necessary. The best habitats for native pollinators are provided by plants native to the ecosystem in which the site is located. We have pre-formulated mixes to satisfy the unique needs of your site. In addition, we can also create custom mixes.
Pollinator habitat plantings provide benefits beyond attracting and supporting native pollinators.
They provide foraging grounds for feral and domestic honeybees. Some of the plant species in
these mixes may attract parasitoid and predator insect species that help to control orchard pests.
Pollinator habitat plantings also aid in restoring ecological function to the landscape by providing
food (insects and seeds) for songbirds and ground nesting birds, such as turkey and quail.

CAPTIONS

4: Bumblebee working
a tall white Penstemon
digitalis (Tall White
Beardtongue) flower.
5: Monarch butterfly on
Aster novae-angliae (New
England Aster).
6: Bumblebees love
Baptisia australis (Blue
False Indigo).
7: Abumblebee
covered in the pollen of
Pycnanthemum incanum
(Hoary Mountainmint).
8: Ahighway median strip
in Virginia bursts with color
and provides habitat for
pollinators.
9 Pollinator-friendly
landscaping adorns Bayer
CropScience's North
American Bee Care Center
in Raleigh, North Carolina.
10: Amonarch caterpillar
fattens up on the leaves
of Asclepias incarnata
(Swamp Milkweed).

Ernst Conservation Seeds is the largest producer and distributor of native wildflower seeds in eastern North America. We produce seeds from Canada to Florida and work with additional suppliers to
increase the breadth of service area we can supply.
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