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The mission of Ernst Seeds is to increase habitat. In support of this 
mission, we will make key native and naturalized plant species available 
to Eastern North America for restoration, reclamation, conservation, 
wildlife and pollinator habitat enhancement, renewable biomass energy 
production, and beautification.

O U R 

mission

DIRECTIONS

Our farm is located in Northwest Pennsylvania, 80 miles north of 
Pittsburgh and 40 miles south of Lake Erie off I-79. To get here:

	E Take I-79 to Meadville Exit 147A (US 322 East to Meadville).
	E Travel on US 322 East to 2nd traffic light.
	E Turn right onto Mercer Pike and travel approximately 1,000 feet 
before turning left to continue on Mercer Pike (follow the sign to 
the “Ernst Bike Trail”).

	E Drive two miles on Mercer Pike.
	E After crossing the railroad tracks, turn left into the Ernst Lane.

(Note: Some internet and GPS directions are not accurate.)

Ernst Seeds
8884 Mercer Pike

Meadville, PA 16335
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FOLLOW US

TAKE THE GUESSWORK
OUT OF YOUR PLAN
 
Knowing what to plant–where, 
when, and why–is the root of our 
business. Whether you need help 
brainstorming options or a pro to 
stamp your master plan, our team 
of experts are standing by. 

Reach out today, and let’s 
get growing!
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CANCELLATIONS & RETURNS
We cannot guarantee that cancellation requests 
can be processed within 48 hours of the shipping 
date. Cancellation requests are subject to Ernst 
approval. 

All plants are guaranteed to be what is specified 
on the plant tag or shipping documents and 
healthy upon receipt. Since we cannot guarantee 
care of such items after they leave our dock, all 
live plant material claims must be made within 
48 hours of receipt. 

All orders are subject to acts of natural 
destruction crop failures; liability is limited to 
refund or replacement.

Returns must be approved by Ernst and are subject 
to a restocking fee. Individual items and Ernst 
stock mixes are subject to a 10% restocking fee 
and must be returned within 30 days in the original 
packaging. Custom orders cannot be returned once 
the individual items are mixed. Bioengineering 
order cancellations are subject to our approval and 
assessed a 25% cancellation fee. Bioengineering 
orders are non-returnable.

ORDER MINIMUMS
	E Mixes must be ordered in whole  
pound increments.

	E 5% custom mix charge.

PAYMENT
Visa, MasterCard, Discover, and American 
Express are accepted forms of payment. Checks 
and money orders are also acceptable with 
placement of order. Sorry, Ernst cannot process 
COD orders.

FREIGHT
Orders are shipped via UPS or commercial freight 
(as applicable) and require a street address. 
Freight is prepaid and added to your invoice 
unless prior arrangements are made with an Ernst 
sales associate.

OTHER FEES
Other fees may include, but are not limited to, 
small order fees, pallet packaging, custom 
orders, and bioengineering surcharges. We may 
require payment in advance for certain custom 
or special orders.
 

TOLL-FREE
(800) 873-3321

P H O N E
(814) 336-2404

E-M A I L
sales@ernstseed.com 

FA X
(814) 336-5191

B U Y O N L I N E
ernstseed.com

 A D D R E S S
8884 Mercer Pike

Meadville, PA 
16335

WAYS TO PL ACE YOUR ORDER
Our office hours are Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. EST.

TERMS & CONDITIONS

O RDE RING 
IN FO RM AT IO N

Prices are subject to change without notice. Please call for pricing and availability.
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YOUR PARTNER IN 

growth
Dear Friends, 

For more than 60 years, it has been an honor to know and serve 
you. You have trusted us to provide the seeds and bioengineering 
products you have used to prevent erosion of slopes and 
streambanks, to protect waterways from siltation and nutrient 
runoff, and to increase habitat for birds, insects, and large and 
small mammals. All this has been done while making those 
landscapes more beautiful. 

As we continue into our seventh decade in business, we remain 
committed to serving you and our mission to increase habitat. 
We continue to acquire new species to grow and land on which 
to produce those species. We have built, modified, or purchased 
equipment to increase our production efficiency. Our production 
team is refining protocols to maintain or increase yields. We are 
re-evaluating the signals that indicate when a crop is at optimal 
ripeness for harvest. Our seed conditioning team continually 
strives to improve the quality of the seed that will be shipped to 
you, and our sales team is continually learning new information to 
provide you with better recommendations.  

I’ve often said that this business has been a mix of persistence, 
patience, and good partnerships. It’s your support and shared 
commitment to stewardship that make this work possible. For 
that, I’m deeply grateful. Each project you take on, whether it’s a 
small patch of ground or a wide stretch of streambank, adds to the 
ongoing restoration of our native landscapes. 

It is your patronage that allows us to pursue our passion for 
producing and selling seeds and bioengineering materials. We 
thank you for your trust and for letting us be a part of that work. 
We look forward to continuing the journey with you, one growing 
season at a time. 

Sincerely, 
 

Calvin L. Ernst
Founder & President

Calvin & Marcia Ernst
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OUR ROOTS

run deep
Our story began with a curious boy and continues more than 60 years later. Our growth and 
success have been fueled by his passion for nature, shared by his family, our employees, and 
our loyal customers.

Our founder and visionary, Calvin Ernst, was born and raised a stone’s throw from 
today’s sprawling agribusiness. At age 14, he obtained a Pennsylvania nursery license 
and began experimenting on his parent’s farm. During his senior year of high school, 
he grew the record corn crop in Crawford County with guidance from his 4-H leader 
and the local Penn State Cooperative Extension office.

As a junior at Penn State, Calvin, his brother Luther, and a few friends researched 
crownvetch for the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT). Learning of 
PennDOT’s need and the lack of growers, Calvin and his brother scrape together $1,000 to 
purchase seed and convince their father, Ted, to plant it on five acres of their family’s farm. 

Calvin and Marcia met and eventually married in 1963, forging their partnership as 
husband and wife and valued business partners.

Calvin and Luther planted an additional 60 acres of crownvetch on leased land. Their first 
crop was sold to Stanford Seed and, soon after, they hired their first full-time employee.

Development of the U.S. Interstate Highway System introduces I-79, I-80, I-90, and 
I-95 to the American landscape, accelerating the demand for erosion control and 
vegetation restoration.

The Company purchased a 180-acre property (the home of Ernst Seeds today) and joined 
forces with Multi-Systems, Inc., to purchase a 640-acre farm in Nebraska dedicated 
solely to growing irrigated crownvetch. 

The price of crownvetch collapses, and the partnership with Multi-Systems, Inc., is 
severed, leaving Ernst with a $12,000 debt. 

Calvin and Marcia secure financing for 500+ acres in Crawford County and expand by 
growing crownvetch as well as potted crownvetch plants, allowing them to pay off their debt. 

The Company continues to expand until the 22% interest rate hike, which caused the 
value of crownvetch to be less than the cost of harvesting it. Calvin pivots, planting 
large volumes of no-till corn in the existing crownvetch fields, creating high corn yields 
due to the legume’s excellent nitrogen-fixing properties. 

Ernst hires its first full-time IT employee to manage inventory, sales, and marketing 
activities, a progressive characteristic of the Company’s professional and business-
minded approach to agriculture.

The Company plants its first foundation native seed, Panicum virgatum (switchgrass) 
and Panicum clandestinum (Deertongue), and harvests native seed from surrounding 
wetlands in Crawford County.

1970–79

1980–89

1960–69
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Thoughts on non-natives evolve nationally, and the environmentalists blacklist some 
aggressive and invasive species. Calvin shifts his business strategy toward the diversity 
of natives, moving acreage from grain and crownvetch to native forbs and grasses. 

At the invitation of Rodale Institute, Calvin and Marcia, with their conservation 
experience, travel to eastern Europe to study diverse agricultural practices. Later, 
Calvin travels with the USDA to China to promote inter-cropping perennial legumes 
with annual grain crops to reduce crop inputs and erosion. 

The Company thrives, harvesting and growing native wetland seeds for the wetland 
mitigation market and continues collaborating with federal agencies, highway 
departments, and land developers to establish wetlands and meadows using native seeds.

Ernst hires a full-time horticulturist to identify useful native species and develop 
production strategies for seed production.

Calvin and Marcia’s children, Andy, Michael, and Robin, become involved in the 
Company, expanding native seed production and sales. 

A fire destroys the Company’s seed conditioning facility and several crops. Employees 
and neighbors rally, bringing tools to the farm to help the rebuild. 

Calvin utilizes vacuum harvesting technology on wiregrass in central Florida, and 
the Ernst family purchases a farm in Live Oak, Florida for field production. Due to 
decreased demand and production difficulties, the venture was not as fruitful as hoped. 
Still, it yielded a knowledge of Southeast native plants for reclamation and restoration.

Ernst leases 5,000 acres of farmland in Crawford County, plants switchgrass for seed 
and biomass production, and builds a state-of-the-art facility to process warm season 
grasses. Michael and a small group of employees design and construct a pellet plant 
that uses only grass. Today it operates as a separate entity, Ernst Biomass, LLC.

Andy and Michael continue in day-to-day operations at Ernst Seeds and Ernst Biomass, 
while Robin operates Meadville Land Service, Inc., and Monarch Vegetation Service.

The Ernst Team consists of 80+ full-time employees, including field production 
crews, sales and marketing staff, researchers, seed conditioning specialists, finance, 
purchasing, and inventory management. 

In the last 10 years, Ernst’s owned acreage has doubled, and sales have increased 
by 50%. Healthy expansion continues with the addition of new drying and storage 
bins, equipment storage buildings, and a state-of-the-art spray bay. The company 
decommissioned two greenhouses that had served us for over half a century and 
replaced them with a 2-bay gutter-connect greenhouse, which added extra space.

Fencing was installed in late spring in select production fields to help increase the 
yields of crops that are particularly prone to deer browsing. We spent the months prior 
to the installation clearing the ground to prepare. 

Ernst purchased property for the future expansion of the seed drying and processing 
infrastructure. The company added 8 drying bins, bringing the total to 59. Ernst 
currently farms 11,000 acres and has a fleet of 30 tractors, 13 combines, and 50 trucks.

2000–09

1990–99

2010–19

2020–24

2025
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Dan Arnett 
Biomass Manager

Steph Breckenridge
Operations & Inventory 

Manager

Paula Dithrich
Senior Accounting 

Manager

Mark Fiely
Horticulturist

M E E T T HE T E A M
At Ernst Seeds, we rise early, enjoy digging into 
a good challenge, and welcome any opportunity 
to share our knowledge from the field. Our highly 
skilled, expertly trained, and wildly innovative team 
runs 80+ members deep, with many celebrating 
over two decades at the farm. Needless to say, we 
take great pride in the work we do, the seeds we 

offer, and the customers we serve. If you’ve got a 
question about growing, reach out to a pro today.

Have a question and not sure where to 
start? Call (800) 873-3321, Monday through 
Friday, 8 a.m.–5 p.m. EST or e-mail us at 
sales@ernstseed.com.

Calvin Ernst 
President

Marcia Ernst
Partner

Andy Ernst 
Vice President

Michael Ernst
Vice President

Robin Ernst
Partner

Cheri Haines
Human Resources 

Manager

Kathy Haven
Executive Assistant

Nikki Hindle
Sales Manager

Kevin Jamison
Agronomist

Greg Kedzierski
Plant Material 

Specialist

Scan here to Shop!
Shop our native selection
anytime online.

Amanda Keller
Communications &

Marketing Coordinator

Scott Waybright
Accounting 

Manager
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